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Amendments to the Claims: 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

28. (Currently Amended) A data providing method for providing a purchaser with- 
a first data ? for which to make a purchase request of which is made by th e purchaser, from a 
data providing system , the data providing syst e m comprising jiaying a data delivery portion 
for delivering the first data in ord e r to provide the purchase r with th e first data, and a data 
intermediate portion connected with the data delivery portion via a communication line ? for 
intermediating between the data delivery portion and the purchaser,-^ the purchaser having 
a purchaser rewritable record medium in which to record the first data,-a second data and 
third data, the second data representing^** identification information of the purchaser-and-a^ 
the third data repr e senting a including purchase information-e f for purchasing the first data- 
can b e, recordedr-b v on the purchaser rewritable record medium as purchaser third data and 
registered for the purchaser in the data providing system as registered third data , the method 
comprising: 

retrieving the registered third data of the purchaser , which is registered for 
every purchaser in from the data providing system^ based on the second data recorded in the 
purchaser rewritable record medium, when the purchaser makes the purchase request of the 
first data is made by the purchas e r ; 

performing an accounting operation for providing that provides the purchaser 
with the first data when the registered third dat a which is retri e v e d, is are matched with the_ 
purchaser third data which is recorded in the purchaser rewritable record medium , the 
purchaser third data including additional third data that represent the purchase information for 
purchasing the first data ; 
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recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data and the_ 
additional third dat a for r e pr e sentin g that represent the purchase information-e f for 
purchasing the first data,^vken after the accounting operation is finished performed ; and 

registering in the data providing system the additional third data-^F- 
r e pr e s e ntin g that represent the purchase information-e f for purchasing the first data, wh e n _ 
after the accounting operation is finished performed . 

29. (Currently Amended) The data providing method of claim 28, wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data 
and the additional third dat a for repr e senting th e purchase information of th e first data, when 
the accounting operation is fini s hed, comprises recordin g the purchase information in the 
purchaser rewritable record medium , wherein the purchase information-whieh includes^an 
accounting information representin g that represents the accounting operation; and 

the step of registering in the data providing system the additional third data-fer- 
representing the purchase information of the first data, when the accounting operation is 
finish e d comprises registerin g the purchase information in the data providing system^ the 
purchase information which includes the accounting information representin g that represents 
the accounting operation. 

30. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 29, 
wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data 
and the additional third data for r e pr e senting the purchase information of th e first data, wh e n 
the accounting operation is finished, comprises further includes recordin g the accounting 
information in the purchaser rewritable record medium , wherein the accounting information- 
which includesv each of 
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a deposited money account information repres e ntin g that represents an amount 

of money which is deposited for purchasing the first datat 

paid money amount information r e pr e senting that represents an amount of 

money which is paid for purchasin g to purchase the first dataf. and 

a balance amount information r e pr e s e nting that represents a balance after the 

first data-ha s have been purchased; and 

the step of registering in the data providing system the additional third data-ie^ 
r e presenting the purchase information of the first data, when the accounting operation is 
finished comprises further includes registering the accounting information in the data 
providing system the accounting information which includes the deposited money amount 
information, the paid money amount information, and the balance amount information . 

31. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data 
and the additional third dat a for representing the purchase information of the first data, when 
thfi accounting operation is finished, comprises further includes recordin g the purchase 
information in the purchaser rewritable record medium , wherein the purchase information- 
which includes-a data specific information specifying the first data for which the accounting 
operation is finish e d performed ; and 

the step of registering in the data providing system the additional third data-^e^ 
repr e senting tho purchase information of the first data comprising further includes registering, 
the purchase information in the data providing system th e purchase information which 
includes the data specification information sp e cifying the first data for which th e accounting 
operation is finished . 
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32. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 31, 
wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data 

and the additional third dat a for r e presenting the purchase information of the first data, when 
th o nccniinting operation i s finish e d, compris e s farther includes recording the purchase 
information in the purchaser rewritable record medium , wherein the purchase information- 
which includes-a data specification information which includes: each of 

a- having title information for representin g that represents a title of the first 

datat_- 

a,-purchase price information for representin g that represents a purchase price 

of the first dataf^ and 

a-purchase date and time information for representing a date and_a time when 

the first data-is are purchased; and 

the step of registering in the data providing system the additional third data-^e^ 
repres e nting th e purchas e information of th e first data, when tho accounting operation i s 
finished compri s es further includes registerin g the purchase information in the data providing 
system th e purchase information which includes tho title information, the purchase 
information and the purchase date and time information , 

33. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data 
and the additional third dat a for r e pre se nting the purchase information of the first data, when 
the accounting op e ration is finished, comprises recordin g the purchase information in the 
purchaser rewritable record medium , wherein the purchase information-e f for purchasing the 
first data which includes-r each of 
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aft accounting information for r e pr e senting that represents the accounting 

operation^ and 

a-data specification information for specifyin g that specifies the first data- 

when after the accounting operation is finished performed ; and 

the step of registering in the data providing system the additional third data-fcr- 
representing the purchase information of the first data, wh e n the accounting operation is 
fini s h e d comprises registerin g the purchase information in the data providing system- 
comprises the purchase information which includes the accounting information and the data 
specification information . 

34. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 33,_ 
wherein 

the step of retrieving the registered third data of the purchaser comprises 

retrieving at least one information from the accounting information and the data specification 
information, and 

the step of performing the accounting operation comprises performing the 
accounting operation when the at least one information retrieved by the step of retrieving the_ 
registered third data of the purchaser is matched with-a n corresponding purchase information- 
which corresponds to the retrieved information and is of the purchaser third data recorded in 
the purchaser rewritable record. 

35. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data 
and the additional third data for representing the purchas e information of th e first data, wh e n 
the accounting operation is finish e d, comprises recordin g the purchase information in the 
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purchaser rewritable record medium , wherein the purchase information^whieh includesr each 
of 

a title information repres e nting that represents a title of the first data^ 

a purchase date and time information representin g that represents a date and 

time when the first data-4s are purchased^, 

a deposited money amount information representin g that represents an amount 

of deposited money which is deposited for purchasing the first dataf^ 

a paid money amount information representing that represents an amount of 

money which is paid for purchasing to purchase the first data^ and 

a balance amount information representing that represents a balance after the 

first data-has have been purchased; and 

the step of registering in the data providing system the additional third data-fe^ 
representing the purchas e information of the first data, wh e n th e accounting operation is 
finished comprises registerin g the purchase information in the data providing system-the- 
purchase information which includ e s the titl e information, the purchas e date and time 
information, the depo s ited money amount information, the paid money amount information, 
and the balanc e amount information . 

36. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
wherein the step of performing the accounting operation comprises: 

determining, with a determination process, whethe r or not the purchaser meets 
a predetermined data purchase requirement-e*-4*et, based on the second data; and 

performing, with an accounting performing process,, the accounting operation 
when it is determined by the determination process determines that the purchaser meets the 
predetermined data purchase requirement4s-met. 
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37. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 36, 
wherein the step of determining, with a determination process, whethe r or not the purchaser 
meets a predetermined data purchase requirement-er-ftet, based on the second data further 
comprises representing, with a data purchase requirement, an age capabl e of purchasing , 
eligible to purchase the first data. 

38. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium further 
comprises accumulating the purchaser third data in the purchaser rewritable record medium, 
and 

the step of registering in the data providing system further comprises 
accumulating the registered third data in the data providing system every time after the 
accounting operation is finish e d performed . 

39. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
further comprising recording a price information for r e pres e ntin g that represents a 
predetermined price in-said the purchaser rewritable record medium by-said the data 
providing system, when said purchaser meets a predetermined money requirement. 

40. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
further comprising controlling the registered third dat a, which is r e gister e d in _and the_ 
purchaser third dat a providing system , such that the purchaser cannot rewrite the purchaser 
third data. 

41 . (Previously Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
further comprising using the purchaser rewritable record medium that is a record medium 
having only a recording function as a function. 

42. (Previously Cancelled) 
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43. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
further comprising registering T the registered third data 7 in the data delivery portion. 

44. (Previously Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
wherein the step of performing the accounting operation is performed by the data delivery 
portion. 

45. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 44, 
wherein the step of retrieving the registered third data of the purchaser 

comprises: 

transmitting,-wk h via a transmission process, the second data and the_ 
purchaser third data recordingsed in the purchaser rewritable record medium from the data 
intermediate portion to the data delivery portion via the communication line; and 

retrieving, by the data delivery portion, via a retrieval process, the registered 
third data regist e red in the data d e livery portion , based on the second data transmitted by the 
transmission process, and 

wherein the step of performing the accounting operation comprises: 

determining, by the data delivery portion, via a determination process, whether 
or not the purchaser third data transmitted by the transmission process-is match ed with the_ 
retrieved third data retrieved by the retrieval process or not ; and 

performing, by the data delivery portion, via an accounting performing 
process, the accounting operation when it is determined by the determination process, 
determines that the matching is obtained purchaser third data match the retrieved third data . 

46. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
further comprising registering the purchaser third data in the data intermediate portion to 
replace the registered third data . 
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47. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
wherein the steps of retrieving the purchaser third data and performing the accounting 
operation are performed by the data intermediate portion. 

48. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
wherein the steps of retrieving, performing, recording and registering comprise using are 
performed by a data processing apparatus as the data intermediate portions wherein the data 
processing apparatuses installed in a shop which sells the first data to the purchaser. 

49. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 48, 
wherein: 

the step of recordin g the first data in the purchaser rewritable record medium- 
the first data comprises: 

transmitting, via a transmission process, the first data from the data delivery 
portion to the data intermediate portion via the communication line e very time wh e n after the 
accounting operation is finished performed ; and 

recording, by the data intermediate portion, via a record process, the first data- 
which is transmitted by the transmi s sion proce s s and the additional third dat a relating to the 
first data , in the purchaser rewritable record medium e v e ry time when _after the accounting 
operation is finished performed ; and 

the step of registering in the data providing system comprises registering, by 
the data delivery portion, via a registering process, the additional third dat a relating to the 
first data for which th e accounting operation is fini s h e d in the data delivery portion every 
time when after the accounting operation is finished performed . 

50. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 48, 
wherein: 
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the step of recordin g the first data in the purchaser rewritable medium- tho first 
data comprises: 

transmitting, via a transmission process, the first data from the data delivery 
portion to the data intermediate portion in advance of the step of performing an accounting 
operation ; and 

recording, by the data intermediate portion, via a recording process, the first 
dat a which is transmitted by th e transmission proc e s s and for which th e accounting operation 
is finished, and the additional third data relating to the first data in the purchaser record 
medium ev e ry time vvhen_ after the accounting operation is finished performed ; and 

the step of registering in the data providing system comprises registering, by 
the data delivery portion, via a registering process, the additional third data r e lating to the 
first data for which the accounting operation is finished, in the data delivery portion every 
time when after the accounting operation is finish e d performed , 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 50, 
wherein the transmission process transmits the first data from the data delivery portion to the 
intermediate portion by distributing a data record medium in which the first data-is are 
recorded, from the data delivery portion to the data intermediate portion, in advance of 
performing an accounting operation . 

52. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 48, 
wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data 
and the additional third data for representing the purchase information of the first data, when _ 
after the accounting operation is finished performed , comprises recordin g the purchase 
information in the purchaser rewritable record medium , wherein the purchase information- 
which includes-an accounting informatio n r e pr ese ntin g that represents the accounting 
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operation, and the accounting information includes-a deposited money amount information- 
representin g that represents an amount of deposited money which is deposited for purchasing 
the first data s -a paid money amount information repres e ntin g that represents an amount of 
money which is paid for purcha s in g to purchase the first data,^a balance amount information 
indicating a balance after purchasing the first data,-aft accounting date and time information- 
representing that represents a date and _a time when the accounting operation is performed, 
and-a shop information repr e s e ntin g that represents the data sale shop where a sale of the first 
dat a is performed are sold , and 

the step of registering in the data providing system the additional third data4e^ 
representing the purchase information of the first data, when jifter the accounting operation is- 
finish e d performed comprises registering the purchase information in the data providing 
system , wherein the purchase information-whiefe includes the accounting information,, and the 
accounting information includes the deposited money amount information, the paid money 
amount information, the balance amount information, the accounting date and time 
information, and the shop information. 

53. (Currently Amended) The data proving method according to claim 48, 
wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data 
and the additional third dat a for r e pr e s e nting the purchase information of th e first data, wh e n, 
after the accounting operation is finished, performed comprises recordin g the purchase 
information in the purchaser rewritable record medium , wherein the purchase information- 
which includes-a data specification information specifyin g that specifies the purchased first 
data, and the data specification information includes-a title information repre se ntin g that 
represents a title of the first data,-a purchase price information r e pres e nting that represents a 
purchase price of the first data,-a shop information r e pr e s e nting that represents a shop4n_at 
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which the first data4s are purchased,-a purchase date and time information repr e s e nting that 
represents a date and time when the first data4 s are purchased, and-an apparatus information- 
repres e ntin g that represents the data processing apparatus which writes the first data, and 

the step of registering in the data providing system the additional third data-fer- 
r e pr e senting th e purchas e information of the first data, wh e n _aftgr the accounting operation is- 
finished performed comprises registerin g the purchase information in the data providing 
system , wherein the purchase information-whieh includes-a data specification information 
specifying the purchased first data, and the data specification information includes the title 
information, the purchase price information, the shop information, the purchase date and time 
information, and the apparatus information. 

54. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 48, 
wherein: 

the step of recording in the purchaser rewritable record medium the first data 
and the additional third dat a for representing the purchase information of the first data, when , 
after the accounting operation is finish e d, performed comprises recordin g the purchase 
information in the purchaser rewritable record medium , wherein the purchase information- 
which includes ^ each of 

a title information representing that represents a title of the first datat 

a, deposited money amount information r e pr e senting that represents an 

amount of deposited money which is deposited for purchasing the first data- 

a,, paid money amount information repres e nting that represents an amount of 

paid money which is paid for purchasin g to purchase the first datat 

a^ balance amount information representin g that represents a balance after 

purchasing the first datat 
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purchase date and time information repr e s e nting that represents a date and_a 

time when the first data-is are purchasedi- 

a, shop information repres e ntin g that represents a shop in which the first data- 
is are purchasedf, and 

an apparatus information representin g that represents the data processing 

apparatus which writes the first data ? ; and 

the step of registering in the data providing system the additional third data-fe^ 
r o presenting the purchase information of the first data, when _after the accounting operation is- 
finish e d performed comprises registerin g the purchase information in the data providing 
system , wherein the purchase information-^whieh includes the-the title information, the 
deposited money amount information, the paid money amount information, the balance 
amount information, the purchase date and time information, the shop information, and the 
apparatus information. 

55. (Currently Amended) The data providing method according to claim 28, 
furth e r comprising using, wherein the steps of retrieving, performing, recording and 
registering are performed by a data processing apparatus as the data intermediate portion,-a_ 
wherein the data processing apparatus installed in the purchas e rs sid e is associated with the 
purchaser . 
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